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UNITED. STATES' OR AMERICA VS /MITSUYOSHI FUJITA 


Personal. Data, Concerning Accus ed 


NAME:- Mitsuyoshi Fujita ■ 
.AGE: Fifty (50) ' 

RESIDENCE: 102 Tsiichido cho. 

Onomichi City. 

MARITAL STATUSKarried 
RELATIVES: life, and tv;o chil 
, ren,-- one grandson .yyau ;/ 
EDUCATION: Eight: years schoo' 
VOCATION: .FarmarV. ' . . 
.UlLI-TARlfiSSAREER:. Not shp.w’n. 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED ;BY-C0MMin 


«2y.\. Synopsis 


Trigs, Legal Sufficiency*and 

■ a ■ - 

• '"=-*■ • ■ '* • • ' - . ^ 

Legally 

Findings Sustaihei 


Charges and. Spec ifi cation si 

Charge: " Accused: ^cfuririg a . time 
of war between the-United States 
of America t its Allies and Dep¬ 
endencies, arid Japan, did violate 
the Laws and Customs of War. 


Sp 1: At divers.times between i 
Decemberi 1942 and 31 July 1945,. 
accused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat and torture Alfred 


NG 


George Eastman, a British PW, by 


beating, by forcing him to kneel 
across a.narrow bench for a long 
period of time and by otherwise 
abusing him. 


Guilty, 
except the word's' "at div¬ 
ers times", and "torture”, 
"by beating him", and "by 
otherwise abusing him,” of 
the excepted words, Not 
Guilty. 


Yes 


Sp 2: -In or about 1944, Accused 
.did-.willfully and unlawfully mis¬ 
treat Private William Lowe, 
a British PW, by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing him. ■ 


NG 


NG 


Sp 3: In or about February 1945, 
accused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat Private -Arthur G. 


NG 


NG 


Pinson, a British PW, by beating 


and otherwise, ahusing him. 
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Sp -4:- Between' 1. Decmeber 
19 July 1945, accused did 
fully and unlawfully mistreat -and 
torturo numerous Allied PW's, other 
than as hereinabove specified, by , 
be a ting .and otherwise abusing 
them. . 


Guilty, 

except the words "ana. 
torture"| "other'than as 
hereinabove specified, 
by beating and otherwise 
abusing them". Of. the ex 
cepted words, Not Guilty 

Sentence Imposed: Confinement at hard labor for six (6) mpnths 

Maximum Legal' Punishment{ Death... ' ■'■■.. 


3. Summary of the Bvidenoe t 
a. For the Prosecution} 



(Wot Guilty) 


or the Defense 


Kisashi Sato 
■sworn and took the stand, 
as follows; 


initial witness for. t u o defense, was 
Tine gist of his pertinent testimony is 


He was in-charge of the mess at the shipyard. When 
the weather was bad sometimes much food was left over from the Jap¬ 
anese mess. Accused requested that this food be given the prisoners 
instead of the 'pigs and he agreed to this (Ex. 6)1 The food was 
left over because the employees■had gone home; The food was clean • 
and good (R. 7). There were about 200 prisoners and the food - 

"reached" practically every prisoner. The amount averaged-four or 
five bucketsful a week, ' The buckets were about eighteen inches in 
diameter and about one foot in height (R. 0). Accused also went to 
other seamen's'mess halls, and made, requests for food from them (R. 

9)v| He did not .know of any occasion on which accused struck pri¬ 
soners for stealing ride (R. 10). 


( Akira Nomotp, defense "witness,., testified that he was 

the commander of the Hiroshima Prisoner of -.WasCamp. When the camp 
v/as opened accused v/aa.hired by the company (l\,, 13). Pigs were kept , 
at the camp and accused'diligorytly tried to ob ain food for them. 

They were being raised as food for the prisonei&v v.hen firewood 
and coal were scarce^accused obtained both of ^se i^pnis of fu§l 

v ft • F j u ^ tia i 
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Japan©so Army re- 
or'the prisoners, 
stables and seafood.: 
Accused talked 


r for.the prisoners WR. 14)•'. 

gulations, obtained extra* f& __ 

He made negotiations with "{^'.’bompGny ; to''buy 

foh them at. a time when they' were scarce: (R, moj. accused aauced 
with the person in'charge of the company and'Obtained permission to 
grow vegetables for the prisoners (R. 15-16)./ He did' not hear of 
any incident when accused' struck prisoners 1 0 / v/ar (R. 19). 

Yoshiyori. Higaki.'.took the stan.& and testified that he 
formerly was employed by the Hitachi' Shipbuilding Opmpany and'that 
he was accused's superior (11. Si). . Through .the endeavors .of accused’ 
it.,was possible to raise pigs for the prisoners. He arranged for 
an operation.for two prisoners (R. 22), and had a doctor troat tho 
injured eye of another prisoner. He provided fuel for the prisoners : 
at a time, it was very difficult to obtain- (r. 23-24). 

- Kentaro Hoguchi, defense' witness, testified that he >' 
had .been in charge , of the laborers at the ship'building Company. :• - V 

Among those, who knew accused.well ’vis reputation was good. Among "J 
i.he laborers-and civilians his' reputation was not too' good"because 
O' his kindness to the prisoners/R. 25). ' 

• ''' V , , It was stipulated that if- the witness testified in full*- 

bis , t ? s ri mo ^x Wolld be tbo samG 08 that of thG previous witness. „ 
nigaki iR, 25). ’ 

Accused, having been advised of his rights under SCAP " 
rules, chose to tako-- the -'stand under oath.. Tho gis-t.-of his' pertin¬ 
ent .testimony is, as.-follows:. -* * - * p 


Ho-v/as tiijiokoepor : at the -shipbuilding- "company (R. 29). 
jE^hib-W^A, a letter signed by Warrant ombor Fabft w/as then intr®i' 
"* - ' duped In ovrdfence (R. '36.)-. Label gaw? ,ae»us«d ibis loiter- without 
ac.ciiead • s . rogues ting 1-t ^ APcust*£ obtaihod extra jfood»from W 
pany moSs ffm the prisonprp pR>g-3l) , Ho also* 1 ole thined food from the - 
’ .f^.^arnan's mosses for- them;-<R^.-_o3.h ' Her#admittcd striking a prisoner " * 
<*■ > or .. r*iao. ($» 34-)..- He swung his hand at another prisoner . 

- f0 ? stealing' rice .but did iidt Jiit him. Op .another occasion her slap- 

a Prisoner with bis hand for similar theft (R. 35 ). Those 

^-were tbp only times -he stru«?k-,pris#nof 3 . - Eg did not kick? or^strike 
prisoners jrith his closed, fist .with stick or fcjrlio them .to kneel 
for long periods, of time (R,* 36) * 'Ho did not striked prisoner for 
no'cause whatever or for failing to clean his bicycle well (R. 40). 
The y/ritten statement of accused was made xmdor duress and obtained 
by threats of sending him to jail (R. 42) . He did'not foreo any 
prisoner to kneel on a bamboo pole for any period of time (R. 44 ) 

He did not remember prisoner Eastman or Hirst (R. 49),, 

■ 4. Opinion : 

. The record is legally sufficient to support the findings 
of,the Commission. Each allegation of the charge and specifications 
of which accused was found guilty was substantiated by ample and 

• competent evidence. The Commission was constituted by proper auth¬ 
ority and had jurisdiction of accusod and of tho offenses alleged. 

prosecution introduced its evidence by-means Of affi¬ 
davits of Coroner prisoners of v/ar v;ho wero interned in the camp and 
wcrG I” position to know tho facts of the--matters in issue. Prom 
such the guilt of -tho accused was firmly established. 

, , The oomplote record shows that accused had a fair trial and 

• wel! reprosentod by competent counsel. He took the stand 
- and testified^in his own bohalf. A careful scrutiny of the cnti.i 3 

record.fails to reveal any error which injurously affected the sub¬ 
stantial rights of accused or any failure to accord him a fair trial 
.n every respect. The evidence supports th e findings. There is no ' 

. ®Vider\ou that accused was not sane at the time the alleged ^acts. were 

(p. 3 JPujita Case #236) 
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committed and at the time, of "trial,-, ' ' ^ 

5,- He c oinrae ndatlons { 

n . . T1 ' ier e are no letters of clemency from.any member of the 
Commission or from -others, 

' ' mu - . '• ■ 

The commission sentenced accused to■confinement at hard- 
labor for six (6) months. 'The aentenoe-is legal,.' h \ •} 

' •. ■; - * - 
• It is considered, that the sentence ip inadequate for the 

two specifications of sadistic acts of which accused vms found 
guilty, , however in order that accused may not escape some -punish^ 
merit for his crimes it' is' recommended that the sentence be approved, 
Sugamo -Prison,' Tolcyo, Honshu, Japan, i3 the appropriate place of 
confinement. 

6'. Action ; 1 . : ; ;wf| 

A form of action designed to carry this recommendation into 
effect is attached hereto. 


PAUL'E. SPURLOCK 
Reviewer- <■•*.- 

Judge. Advocate-.Sec^ion 


I concur 


.ALLAH R. BROViHE *•' 
Lt fiolojagl- JASD- _ ’ 
Army Judge Advocate 


(p. 4 Fujita 



